Teratogenic effects of endotoxin on the golden hamster.
Gram-negative urinary tract infections in pregnant women have been implicated as causes of maternal endotoxemia and a subsequent higher incidence of malformations in their offspring. A study was performed to evaluate the effects of endotoxin on the development of the golden hamster. Endotoxin was shown to be extremely embryolethal at higher doses and to produce several malformations at lower doses. The pregnant hamster and its developing embryos were observed to be far more sensitive to endotoxin than species examined by other investigators.